LOCAL AND HISTORICAL

Hugh Wynne remarkably sums up the traditions of Philadel-
phia as remembered by the descendants of her Augustan age.
In spite of these distinctions, however, the general corpus
of such romances forms a singularly unified mass. Certain
themes like the importation of wives to Virginia, the fate of
gentlemen who desperately came over as indentured servants
or convicts, the exploits of John Paul Jones, are repeated
again and again. Historical personalities so crowd the scene
that a hero or a heroine can hardly step out upon the street
or go to dinner without encountering some eminent man-
particularly Franklin or Washington, or some one of the
colonial governors of Virginia. While intensely American in
reporting the conflicts with English rule, the stories almost
always sympathize with the colonial and Revolutionary gentry
as against the humbler orders, with Washington as against
Jefferson, with the aristocratic emigres from France as against
the French revolutionists. Details of costume load the narra-
tive far more than descriptions of landscape. Fine gentlemen,
called Cavaliers till the word becomes a byword, flutter and
ruffle across the stage, with splendid gestures and delicate
points of honor, incomparable at the small sword or the
minuet, poetic and patriotic and heroic. With them in all
their lighter moments are exquisite ladies, generally very young
but with some dowagers among them, who live in spacious,
cool houses, in a world of mahogany and silver and brocade;
ladies who ardently expect new bales of clothing from Lon-
don but who joyfully sacrifice all such delights during the
Revolution; ladies who rise late, take the air genteelly, play
at lovely needlework, and spend their nights at balls of
elaborate splendor; and yet ladies who know the saddle and,
when need comes, put off their squeamishness and rough it in
the most dangerous escapades without a tremor. One formula
furnishes something like half the notable plots: an honest
American gentleman, mortally opposed to a villain who is
generally British, courts a beautiful American girl through
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